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THE SYLPHRH; 
OR, 
Tue HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 





To the Editor of the WeEkty ENTERTAINER. 


NOW, Mr. Editor, that for the amufement of the la- 
dies you are honoured with the correfpondence of-a 
fylph : Iam one of thofe erial beings who prefide over the 
lives of the fair, their vigilant guard through the labyrinths 
of the world, and their warning guide in the mazes of love ; 
oppofing difcretion to the rage for pleafure ; the charms of 
moral virtue, to the allurements of vice; and prudence, to 
the power of the paflions:—‘‘ The poet’s eye, ina fine 
phrenzy rolling,’’ has often feen us in infpired vifions. 


“* Some in the fields of pureft ether play, 
** And bafk and whiten in the blaze of day. 
** Some guide the courfe of wand’ring orbs on high, 


Or roll the planets thro’ the boundlefs fky. 
* * * * * % *. 


ee 


ee 


Our humbler province is to tend the fair ; 
Not a lefs pleafing, tho’ lefs glorious care.” 


6¢é 


While my prefent lovely charge is flumbering on the fofa 
in her drefling-room, I take the filver pen from an inlaid 
writing box, worthy of a fylph, and adapting my language 
to the conceptions of mortals, give your readers a fketch 
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the real life of a fine girl ; if, during that fondnefs for the 
marvellous, which fo-eminently diftinguifhes the prefent 
moment, the ladies will vouchfafe even a fylph the hearing, 
when he relates no wonderful adventures, but only the real 
incidents and traits of mind which marked the days of his 
Jate ward, during thofe three years which generally fix the 
ideas of the female heart. 





ANNALS of SEVENTEEN, EIGHTEEN, and NINETEEN. 
BY A GUARDIAN GENIUS. 


““ AURI!” faid the chief of my particular legion, 
Aurt, you muft relieve Zizim : He complains, that-al- 
though the childhood of the fair alone demands his care, yet 
lovers pour upon him ere that period is elapfed, and that he 
knows not how. to manage lovers. One of the ftrangeft 
creatures that ever fair one liftened to with complacence, 
gains unaccountably the ear.of his charge; which he attri- 
buting to his own ill conduét, defires to be recalled. Your 
ward has now attained the meridian of female life ; refign 
her to a fy}ph of the legion of fummer, and guard Sophia 
Merton ’till the fame ptriod arrives, uniefs fhe gives herfelt 
a mafter, then you will be relieved by the genii of that 
mighty phalanx, who guide the fair through the ‘tangled and 
thorny paths of Hymen, to Which our powers at¢ unequal.” 
“Mighty chief of the legion of {pring ! thou knoweft 
the unwearied toils of. Auri, and his zeal in the execution of 
his duty : I fear, from the complaints of Zizim, an arduous 
tafk awaits me ; but I’ obey.: As a guide through the mazes 
“of love, I may truly boaft no fylph of thy legion fhall fur- 
pafs the watchful Aur.” 

I fought out -Zizim, who, as we reclined: on the faint 
beam of a winter’s fun, defcribed the condition of the-office 
he refigned, according to the: cuftom of our race. 

Sophia Merton,’”’ faid he, “ fs not yet feventeen. 

To an interefting perfon, fhe. unites a mind of no common 

order, able to make a progrefs, and improve in whatever fhe 

undertakes; with a knowledge of fome things, even more 

than is neceflary, joined to a negleét of others which are 

equally ufeful. No fmall-fhare of coquetry, but not vanity 

enough to. be fatisfied with herfelf ; fond of admiration, of 

attention, of drefs, and company. To the feelings of ien- 

“timent, fhe adds a native penetration in the difcovery ot 
character 5 
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character ; her mind is fcarcely half formed ; forhe of her 
notions are much too gay, but her ideas delicate ; her heart 
is awakened to a ftrong fenfe of the beauty of mene virtue, 
which fhe loves for itfelf alone, independent of the advan- 
tages it beftows. Reading is a very favourite amufement 
with her, and flirtation as-great a one ; with all this fhe has 
contracted a bent towards melancholy 7 though. the {miles of 
coquetry and feventeen play upon her face :—Such is your 
new charge. She refides in that part of the earth called 
Britain ; her refidence is a large town on the eaftern coaft 
of that ifland, full of what mortals call genteel fociety, of 
which there is a perpetual intercourfe, with much change 
and variety.” 

lenquired if that particular race of men diflinguifhed by 
the glaring colour of their drefs, and their wearing the wea- 
pons of death as an ornament, made a pait of that fociety, 
and was anfwered in the affirmative; this had- heretofore 
been a queftion of confequence, but had lately ceafed to. be 
to, fince the f{carlet tribe of men had adopted a. new fet of 
manners, and in the place of gallantry and devotion to the 
fair, had fubflituted the unmeaning airs of fupercilioufnefs, 
and the vacant ftare of felf-applaufe. 

I then proceeded to enquire of Zizim the chara&er of the 
lovers who furrounded Sophia, and who had thus driven him 
fron his poft: “* At prefent,”’ aufwered he, “* two may be 
confidered as the principal figures, as they are always on 
duty, and if poflible never lofe fight of my ward, but when 
fhe appears in public are ever’to be found at her elbow. 
They are neither handfome or elegant, and are boih of them 
old enough to be her father ; ftill, however, they excite my 
fears. ‘The one was born and educated in a vulgar line of 
life, but a particular chain of. circumitances has of late years 
gained him admiiJion into what mortals call genteel fociety: 
He is‘a great deal of the coxcomb, and that in a moft fingular 
way, but appears to poflels good common fenfe in the ordi- 
nary occurrences of life, and rather an interefling manner. 
He has purfued Sophia with unremitting attention, from the 
firft hour. he became acquainted with her, which is now 
about half afolar revolution, Little as 1 know of the mazes 
of love, I can obferve it isa great advantage to be the firft 
to offer incenfe at the fhrine of the fair, when jufé emerged 
from childhood.” —~** True, oh Zizim ! the firft. and the. lait 
admirer are ever dangtrous. men; every mortal can obferve 
the meridian blaze of the fun, but the adorer who hails its 


early luflyc as the firft beam darts above the horizon, and the 
as 2 fedulous 
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fedulous devotee, who admires the beautiful tints its parting 
radiance throws on the clouds that attend its. fetting, pay an 
equal and particular homage to the great luminary of day. 

““ The man I have been defcribing,” rejoined Zizim, 

* and whofe name is Henry Everard, was the firft who ever 
talked like a lover to Sophia; in confequence, a coquetifh 
attention has been paid to his fine {peeches, and his conftant 
attendance rewarded by a few {miles; until my ward, with 
a romantic idea foreign to her charaéter, begins to fear fhe 
really likes him.” 

“Ah! Zizim, from what I judge of her mind, there is 
little danger of fuch an attachment ending ferioufly ; believe 
my experience, it is only a whim of fpring, which the 
woman in the fummer of her. days will laugh at. Perhaps 
her fituation may not be pleafant : Thou fayeft fhe is fome- 
what inclined to melancholy ; now an unfortunate attach- 
ment to conquer, isa mighty pretty way of accounting for 
low {pirits amongft the fair, and is really a fine amufement 
for a penfive mind, ‘whether male or female; only fometimes 
the amufement is a dangerous one, where there. is not great 
good fenfe to balance it. Give me now the portrait of So. 
phia’s other conftant attendant.” 

“* Herbert,” replied Zizim, (refuming his narration) “ is 
grave and defigning, thoughtful, yet poffefling a kind of fly 
archnefs, difficult to be defined, even in the language of 
fylphs. He is lately returned from India, where he ferved 
in the army : A firft coufin in habits of intimacy with So. 
phia, gains him an opportunity of being always near her, 
and having at prefent no bufinefs of any kind to engage 
his- attention, great part of his time feems devoted to the 
purfuit. } ; 

One of the moft ftriking figures in the circle in which 
fhe moves, it is natural for Sophia to have many admirers, 
A young foreigner of rather low rank, but who lately fpent 
fome time with a gentleman in Mellford, profeffed to admire 
Sophia, with all the conftitutional vehemence of his nation ; 
but fhe paid no other attention to his fine {peeches than what 
mere civility required A perfon alfo, whofe low connec- 
tions rendered his being introduced to her extremely difh- 
cult, has ventured to declare his paflion in letters, which 
have never been anfwered, and regularly places himfelf op- 
pofite to her at the place of worfhip, fhe ufually attends, 
in hopes to make his affiduities noticed, but without effeét, 

* There is yet another, oh! Auri, an honeft failor, who 
having miftaken the coquetifh {miles of fixteen for encous 
yagement, 
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ragement, is juft beginning to difcover his error ; he is very 
angry, and his anger is extremely ludicrous. Doubtlefs the 
pretty little fortune of Sophia contributes to augment the 
number of her admirers, and, dto her perfonal attrac- 
tions, furrounds her with lover , fuch as they are, although 
fhe is but juft efcaped from childi thood. . 

(To be continued.) 





A Digeft of the Narrative of the Shipwreck of the Jun, 
on the Coaft of Aracan, and of the Jingul ar Preferva 
tion of Fourte. n of her Company on the Wreck, witho ul 
Food, during a Pertod of twenty- -three Days; ima 
Letter to his Father, the Rev. Thomas Mackay, Miniter 
of Lairg, Sutherland/hire. 


{By William Mackay, late Second Officer of the Ship. ] 


R. MACKAY informs his father, that he quitted the 

vellel to which he had originally belonged, at Ran- 
goon, the chief town of Pegu, and accepted the fituation of 
Second Mate of the Juno, Captain Alexander Bremner, 
then lying at that place, and taking in a cargo of teak-wood 
for Madras. 

The Juno was a fhip of 450 tons burden, very much out 
of repair, and in all refpeéts badly provided for fea. Her 
crew confifted of fifty-threé men, chiefly Lafcars, or native 
feamen, witha few Europeans; and they had alfo on board 
the Captain’s wife, her maid, who was a native, and fome 
Malays to aflift in working the fhip ; 1n all feventy two. 

They fet fail, May 29th, 1795, “‘ and beating out with 
the young « bh. i in five to feven fathoms water, with foft mud, 
about fix P. M. fhoaled fuddenly to a quarter lefs four 
fathoms.’ On this the fhip was immediately attempted to 
be put about, but the helm was fcarcely a-lee, when fhe 
flruck on ahard fand bank. With much difficulty however, 
and after a variety of precautions, fhe floated off with the 
flood, and it was hoped fhe had not received any material 
damage. On the ift of June, however, a gale having com- 
menced at S. S. W. with a high fea, the veflel laboured 
much, and very foon {prung a leak, During the fix days the 
ftorm Jafted, it required the utmoft exertions of all hands 
without diftinétion, to keep her frec, pump geer getting 


frequently out of order, and to add to this misfortune, there 
was 
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was nota carpenter on board. When the foul weather 
abated, they difcovered a leak between wind and water, 
which they patched up; but on the 12th a feverer gale 
fprung up at W.S. W. and with three pumps and a bucket, 
they could fcarcely keep the water under, Confcious of 
their danger, they now flteered fo asto fetchthe neareft part 
of the coaft of Coromandel, but before the 18th all the fails 
were blown away from the yards except the forefail, with 
they lay to, till the 20th at noon, in Jatitude 17° 10” N. and 
by reckoning, about 9° W. of Cape Negrais. 

The fhip now pitched fo heavy and deep, that they fome- 
times defpaired of her ever rifing again, and the people were 
fo much alarmed, that it was with difficulty they were kept 
to their ftattons. About noon, they wore, hauled up the 
forefail, and kept before the wind, under bare poles, uniting 
in one general effort at the pumps and buckets, in order to 
clear her, butin vain. At eight the water reached the lower 
deck, and it was thought advifeable to cut away the main maft 
to lighten the fhip, and keep her if poflible from finking, 
until morning. About nine this was effected, but the wreck 
unfortunately falling within board, the men at the helm 
allowed the veffel to broach to, and the fea making a fair 
paflage over all, “‘ the fhip came to her utmoft bearings and 
mitantly fettled down; from the fudden jerk fhe gave, we 
thought fhe was going to the bottom, but fhe went no further 
than juft bringing the upper deck under water. All hands 
fcrambled up the rigging to efcape inftant deftruction, 
moving gradually upwards as each fucceeding wave buried 
them ftill deeper. Captain Bremner, his wife, Mr. Wade, 
and myfelf, witha few others, then got into the mizen top, all 
the reft clung about the mizen rigging, except one man, who 
happening to be forward at the time, gained the foretop. 
Mrs. Bremner complained much of cold, having no cover- 
ing but a fhift and ftraw petticoat, and as I happened to be 
better clothed than her hufband, I pulled off my jacket and 
gave it to her. 

“ Finding contrary to our firft apprehenfions, that the 
fhip was not likely to go to the bottom, we cut away with 
our knives the yards, &c. about the mizen matt, leit the 
additional weight of fo many perfons fhould carry it away. 
Though the thip rolled fo violently that it was with difficulty 
we could hold ourfelves faft, through exceflive fatigue fome 
went to fleep before day ; but, for my part, I could not 
fufficiently compofe myfelf. At firft there did not appear to 
me the finalleit ground for hope, yetafter two or three hours 
9 reflection, 
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refleGiion, it occurred to me that fome veffel might heave in 
fight before morning.” 

At dawn of day, one of the men aétually called out.a fail! 
and this was anfwered by the Muffulmans with an ejaculation 
totheir prophet ; but it proved to bea miftake, which added 
confiderably to the anguifh of the fufferers. ‘The fhricks of 
the women and Lafcars alfo .increafed the . general horror ; 
fome yielded to their fate at once; fome were wafhed ont of 


the rigging, and the ‘gale, which continued with unabated 


‘violence during three days, {till further aggravated the mr- 


fery of their fituation. 

* We faw,”? fays: one of the furvivors, “that. we might 
remain on the wreck till ‘carried off by famine, the moft 
frightful fhape in which death could appear tous. I confefs 
it was my. intention, as well'as that of the reft, to -prolong 
my. exiftence, by the only means that feemed likely to occur, 
eating the flefh:of any whofe life might terminate beforé my 
own. ‘But this idea we did not communicate, or even. hint 


uto* eachi other, till long» afterwards, except once that the 
“gunner: (a Roman Catholic):afked me if I thought there 


would-be a fin ‘in having recourfe to fuch an expedient ?”’ 

MrvsMackay’s fenfation. of thirft.being intolerable, he 
endcavoured to allay it by dipping a flannel waiftcoat from 
time to time inthe fea, and applying it to his body; to this 
he attributes the prolongationiot. his exiftence. During the 

night of the fourth day, he had a very refrefhing fleep, and 
on the 25th, being the fifthday from the fhip’ s going down, 
Yaptain and Chief Mate, 
having always profefleda great confidence.in rafts, one was 
accordingly prepared, and ‘the people who ventured on it 
were out of fight by fun-fet, but finding themfelves once 
more clofe to the veffel at day light, they quitted their ftation, 
and rejoined their compank m8 at the maft-head. 

The letter-writer now had recourfe to falt-water, and 
found after drinking it, that his f{pirits were recruited, his 
inward heat had abated, and that he received the benefit of a 
found fleep. On the evening of the 28th, they were all 
greatly relieved by a fhower of rain, which infufed new life 
and vigour into them. * They afterwards fupplied their 
mouths with temporary moifture, by chewing lead,canvas,&c. 

Many of his companions by this time proved delirious, 
and one of the Lafcars, whofe body broke into ulcers of a 
very difgufting appearance, having died in the cat-harpings 
it remainsd there until the ftench 
the morning of the eleventh day 
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(July 1) Mrs. Bremner found her hufband dead in her arms, 
and the number of the crew was confiderably diminifhed. 

The fenfation of hunger was now loft in that of weaknefs, 
and when the author could get a fupply ot frefh. water, he 
was comparatively eafy. As their ftrength decreafed, fo alfo 
did their ability to bear the cold; after fun-fet, their limbs 
were benumbed, and their teeth chattered. 

At length, on the evening of the 10th of July, and as 
nearly as they could calculate, the 20th day fince the fhip 
went down, one of the crew faid, he faw fomething like land 
in the horizon to the eaftward. In the evening this doubt 
became a certainty, and it was difcovered to be a wild jungle. 
Soon after this, the fhip ftruck on a rock fo violently, as to 
fhake the maft at every thump. At day break the violence 
of the motion increafed, but the tide having fallen feveral 
feet, thofe who remained alive made fhift to reach the upper 
deck. The Lafcars began now to-fearch every where for 
money, and two of them aétually refufed to affift in bringing 
down Mrs. Bremner, unlefs they received eight rupees on 
the {pot. In the afternoon, men were obferved walking on 
the beach, but they did not pay any attention to the fignals 
made from the vellel. Six fpars were at length launched, 
and fix of the ftouteft Lafcars getting upon them at young 
flood, foon reached the beach, although there was a heavy 
furf. Next morning, they were obferved walking towards a 

little ftream to drink. At noon, a large party of natives 
made their appearance, and lighted a fire, after which they 
waved handkerchiefs as fignal for thofe on the wreck to 
venture on fhore. 

On this, but not without great difficulty, Mr. Mackay 
and his boy tumbled a {par into the water, and he fwam after 
it, but it being round, it turned frequently and threw him 
off; on this he lay along fide of it; with one hand and one 
leg over it, and in that pofition made for the land, which he 
was at length lucky enough to reach. 

Having throwm himfelf down under a rock, he fell fait 
afleep, and remained in that condition until he was awakened 
by three or four of the natives, who told him they were the 
Englifh Eaft India Company’s ryots, or peafants, and that he 
was only fix day’s journey from Chittagong. Accordingly, 
partly by their means, and partly by the afliflance of a Por- 
tuguefe pedlar, he was enabled to reach the Company’s ter- 
ritories, along with Mrs. Bremner, and all the furvivors of 
this difaftrous fhipwreck.. 

A DIA. 
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4A DIALOGUE of the LIVING. 
Tue Use oF SCOLDING. 
Speakers—Mr, and Mrs,—— whom you pleafe! 


HAT has occafioned your being in fo violent 4 
paflion ? 

What ! .but that fervant of our’s—She would provoke. a 
Saint. 

I don’t know that, my dear; but fhe certainly prevails 
with you. 

I never knew fo provoking a creature in my life—fo rude 
—fo ill-tempered—There is no getting a civil anfwer trom 
her. 

You appear to have given her a pretty fevere Iefture. 

Ithink I have. I told her a little of my mind, 

Well—and ts fhe better for it ? 

No—there is nothing can mend her, 

Are you then better, my dear ? 

Me ! what do you mean ? 

I mean, that I imagined you had-fcolded for this half hour, 
either for her good or your own. Now if neither of you 
are better, I think it a very hard cafe. 

Lord! Mr. you never trouble your head about any 
thing ; you would let the houfe go to confufion, before you 
would open your mouth, or ftir a flep. 

Quite otherwife, my dear, I would ftir a ftep, and open 
my mouth as alertly and as loudly as you, if I thought— 

If you thought what ? 

If 1 thought it would do any good. 

Do any good! Why I never heard the like. Am I to 
put up with the infolence and idlenefs of fervants, and fay 
nothing ? 

By no means—only I fufpeéi that you imagine faying and 
doing are onc andthe fame. 

I don’t underftand you. 

Why, then, my dear, to be plain with: you, I begin to 
fufpeét that all this fcolding of fervants, which you think fo 
neceffary, isin reality. not necefflary at all. 

What ! would you have me put up with their faults ? 

No—I would have you inform them when they aé con- 
trary to your plea ifure. 

Well—and don’t I inform them ? 

No: You put yourfelf into a violent paffion, and call 
them names, which they do not care one farthing about. 
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I only wifh you would take the command: of them ; 

1 fhould like to fee how you would manage them. 

I have no obje€tion to give you a fpecimen, when you 
pleafe. 

I fancy you would be foon tired of fuch provoking 
creatures. 

Very likely, for I affure you Iam not fond of provoking 
creatures, and do not with to have them about me. 

And, pray, what would you do ? ; 

As I am not obliged by law to keep them, I would get rid 
of them. 

Get rid of them ! aye, fine talking—you don’t know half 
the plague of new fervants. 

Not till they become old fervants, my dear—That’s plague 
enough for me. 

And you, then, would never fay any thing to them ? 

Yes—certainly, I would point out in what they had done 
wrong—and that. calmly— 

Calmly !| You would talk to fervants calmly ? 

Yes—calmly—I would fhow them that I was my own 
mafter as well as their’s—Believe me, my dear, that would 
procure no {mall refpeét from them. 

This is all mighty fine, in the parlour, but in the 4ctchen, 
I fancy you would find the difference. 

No, my dear, it is the misfortune that you do not carry the 
manners of the parlour into the kitchen—You keep up no 
diftinétion. What if you had burft into as violent a fit of 
paffion with avifitor, as with your fervant, and you know 
it is poflible a vifitor might have equally offended you ? 

That is quite a different cafe—quite different. 

There is no difference at all, except in the rank of the 
parties.—Paflion is paflion—Scolding does not change its 
name or its nature, in whatever part of the houfe it is 
exercifed. Now, my doubts are whether, as I faid before, it 
is at all neceflary. 

There is no doing without it. 

What do you do wzthit? You have agitated yourfelf by 
this fit—and you have hurt yourfelf. You know you are 
always ill after fuch engagements. Now, I want to know, 
whether your fervant has profited ? 

I care not whether fhe has profited, or not. I am deter- 
mined fhe fhall not att fo without being told it. 

Very right, my dear—but it isthe way of telling her that 
I think fhould be an objeét of confideration. 

Well—and how would you have told her ? 
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In the feweft poflible words—becaufe thefe would have 
been eafieft to remember—and in the calmeft manner, 
becaufe that would not have prevented her from giving a 
calm attention to you. 

Attention ! I am fure fhe was attentive enough, for fhe 
never {poke a word, and that is what provokes me moft. 

Ah! my dear—There, I fear, fhe had the advantage of 
you—tor, whether fhe had nothing to fay, or did not chooie 
to {peak, flence is a certain and fure advantage, where one’s 
antagonitt is in a paflion. 

She would not fo much as fay that fhe had done wrong. 

She had no occafion, my dear, you cleared up that point. 

Nor would fhe fay, the was forry, and promife not to do 
the likeagain ; 1 would have forgiven her if fhe had faid any 
thing. 

All this, my dear, fhows that your putting yourfelf in a 
paflion is of no ufe, unlefs you can kindle the fame paffion in 
your fervant, and then you might contend on equal terms. 

Pooh ! not fhe! afulky, ill-tempered— 

Very true, but can you cure her of this ? If you can, 
even by fcokding, I allow it an excellent remedy, but after 
fome years’ trial, matters feem to remain on the old footing. 

This may be all very fine, but I have no patience with 
fuch behaviour. 

That furprifes me, my dear, for although your fervant has 
profited nothing by thefe repeated leétures, you might have 
learned patience at leaft, from a conviétion that all you could 
advance was thrown away, 

And yet with all your patience, ’tis not long fince you 
{wore at Thomas, the footman. 

I did fo, and I was forry forit. It was amighty filly thing. 
Swearing is male {colding, and I know nothing fo abfurd or 
ufelefs. I am convinced there never was a fervant who re- 
{petted a paffionate miftrefs-— 

Or matter. 

Or mafter,I grant you that willingly. On the contrary, 
they muff defpife them. Fits of paflion upen every trivial 
occafion— 

Trivial occafion, do you call this ? 

Yes, my dear, trivial occafion! for it was unneceffary. 
You had only to tell your fervant what was wrong once— 
All that followed was ufelefs and mere rant, of which { dare 
{ay fhe remembers only the tone of your voice and your 
looks, and believe me does not remember either with admira. 
tion or dread, 
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But I had told her before of this— 

Yes, but always in the fame way—This conftant repetition, 
it is, Which deftroys the effect of paflion. I do not fay it 
exhaufls anger, of which fome people have a very large 
ftock, but if it were more feldom produced, it would have a 
much better efleét. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 





Account of the remarkable Manner in which the Cochineal 
Infcét was introduced into Bengal, 


R. ANDERSON, of Madras, about ten years ago, had 

raifed a large plantation of the different {pecies of the 
nopal, or opuntia ; and nothing was wanting but the impor- 
tation of the infeét, of- which the leaves of that plant is the 
food. Mr. Anderfon’s private folicitations on this fubjeét 
had been almoft forgotten ;- but his corre{pondence thereon, 
from 1787 to 1790, which was publifhed, fortunately fell into 
the hands, and. drew the attention of Captain Nelfon, who 
was ftationed at Madras, with the 53d regiment. On the 
Captain’s return to India, in 1794 and 1795, the fleet in 
which he came happened to go for refrefhment to the coaft of 
Brazil, and anchored in the portof Rio de Janeiro. In his 
perambulations, alittle way out of town, on which occafion 
he was attended by hisufual guard, he faw a_ plantation of 
the nopal, or opuntia, on which the cochineal infect feeds, 
with the infeét upon it. A day or two previous to his embar- 
kation with the troops, he took another walk, to the place 
where he had feen the opuntia, and made bold: to afk the 
cultivators for fome of the plants : Being curious, he faid, in 
matters of natural hiftory,and having colleéted feveral other 
plants together, &c. he wifhed to have this alfo. The good 
people, the lefs fufpicious of any defign, that he was in his 
regimentals, granted his requeft. They gave him feveral 
plants with infeéts upon them, which he carefully carried on 
board. Many gf thefe, during the pafflage to Bengal, diced. 
A few infeéts only remained alive on the laft plant, feveral of 
the leaves having withered. 

Captain Nelfon, on his arrival in Calcutta, fent the furvi- 
vors to the Botanic Gardens ; where they were diftributed on 
the feveral fpecivs of the opuntia. This refrefhment had 
well nigh fruftrated the whole labour, On the Kew, 
China, and Manilla {pecies of the nopal, they were found to 
die fait, It fortunately occurred to make trial of the in- 
digenous 
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digenous nopal or opuntiaof Bengal, which is alfo abundant 
On this the infeéts thrived 


in many other paris of India. 


: o. { ait 1 c al * . —_ 1 . « 
igiV > iniomuch that, trom thefe few, in the couric of 


rearing th 
feeding, were fent to Madras. The novelty and importance 
lentiful and fpeedy a harveft, 


four or five months, a quantity had been colle@ted fuffictent 
. . . y . . 7 . 
for diftribution among all who wilhed to try the bufinefs of 

hem ; and feveral plants. on which the infects were 


of the objeft promifing fo | 


} 
avery {mali ex pence of capital, a number of fanguine ‘ad 
venturers entered with alacrity intothis new purfurt. But 


that impatience, which is natural to ardent expeétation, in- 
duced fume of the firlt cultivators of the opuntia, to put the 
infe&t on it when the plant had fcarcely emerged from the 
ground, Others, through inattention, kept their infe¢is in 
places too near the young opuntia plantations; fo that the 
creatures, when hard prefled by hunger, devoured the plant 
ina tender and premature ftate. They had not yet learned 
the art of drying the article: And many of thofe oracles, 
whofe peremptory judgment is decifive with the multitude, 
pronounced, that it would not be found worthy of the trou- 
ble and cape per of raifing it. Many abandoned the enter- 
prize, and left the animals, after the plants deftined for their 
ufe were deftroyed, wherever they could find nourihment. 
They wére feen flying about, indifcriminately, on various 
plants, and then to perifh. Some cultivators rooted out the 
plantations, and employed the ground for other purpofes. 
Many other difficulties occurred befide thefe enumerated, 
and others, mercly imaginary, were apprehended. Yet 
there were not wanting afew individuals, who continued their 
foftering care, with the moll p: itient attention, and that repe- 
tition and diverfification of experiment, which is ufually 
found neceffary to the completion of new and complicated 
defigns. So.that, in the courfe of progreflive improvement, 
it appeared, by an eflim: ite made on a large fcale, that, after 
making every poflible allowance for ground-rent, ryots, 
gathering, an European overfeer, and intereft on difburfe- 
ments at twelve per cent. the quantity produced of grana 
{fylveftris would more than treble the capital employed. 
For the article of cochineal we fend annually immenfe 
fums, not lefs than five hundred thoufand pounds, to the 
Spaniards. Notonly might this be faved to Britain, but, im 
might be fupplied from the 


due time, the reft of the world 
Bengal produce of this valuable commodity. The cultiva- 
tion, therefore, of the cochineal infeét will be a new fource 


ACCOUNT 


of national wealth to Britain, 
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ACCOUNT of the GRISONS and their COUNTRY. 


HE Grifons are a people who have long been in alliance 

with the Swifs. They are divided into three Icagues, 
which form one republic. The country which they inhabit, 
is bounded on the north by the canton of Glaris, and the 
counties of Sargantz and Phidentz ; on the fouth by the 
flates of Venice and Duchy of Milan; and on the weft by 
the Swifs, Fralian bailiwicks, and the canton of Uri. The 
whole country was known to the ancients by the name of 
Rheetia. Under this name, likewife, was comprifed a part 
of Suabia, and was diftinguifhed into Upper and Lower 
Rheetia. This country was what conftituted Upper Rheetia, 
and, at the decline of the Roman empire, fell under the 
power of the Oftrogoths, who governed it by Dukes. To- 
wards,the 6th century it pafled under the dominion of the 
Franks, and in the 9th century was united to Germany. 

The leagues, or alliances, were originally formed on ac. 
count of the tyranny of the great Barons. The moft an- 
cient began about the year 1400 and 1419, in the bifhopric 
of Coire, againft the fecular power of the Bifhop, and took 
the name of The Caddee, or League of God’s Houfe. The 
fecond was formed in the year 1424, and was called the 
Grife, or Gray League. The other was formed in the year 
3436, which is the league of the Ten Jurifdi€tions. The 
two former entered into an alliance in the year 1425, and 
was joined by the laft in the year 1471. This general con- 
federation was renewed in the year 1544, and again in 1712. 
By this treaty of union, thefe people reciprocally engage, 
not to make any new alliance, nor declare war nor make 
peace, but by the common confent. They agree to fuccour 
each other at their own expence, guarantee each other’s pri- 
vileges, &c. 

Their government is perfe&ly democratic, fubdivided 
into a number of {mall democracies, totally independent of 
each other in their particular police. A Diet, or Affembly 
of the three leagues, is held yearly, compofed of fixty-three 
deputies, and three chiefs, of which each league fends its 
re[pettive fhare. In the elcétion of thefe deputies, every 
male of fixteen years of age has a voice, and in fome com- 
munities they are allowed to vote at the age of fourteen. 

The country is, in general, very elevated and mountain- 
ous ; it contains feveral vallies, to fome of which the paf- 
fages are fhut up during great part of the year. Towards 
the fouth lie the chief of the vallies funk in the Alps, which 
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at laft terminate in the inacceffible glaciers, or elevated rocks, 
capable of affording no kind of vegetable whatever. From 
thefe glaciersthe principal rivers take their fource.; as the 
Rhine, the Inn, and the Adda. The inhabitants cultivate 
fome grain in the vallies and the lefs fteep hills, but not fuf- 
ficient for the wants of half the people ; the reft they obtain 
from Lombardy. Their principal obje&, as farmers, is the 
care of their fheep and cattle, from which they obtain excel- 
lent butter and cheefe. The mountains afford good patture ; 
the vallies produce fruit ; and the hills chefnuts. 

The principal part of the mountains abounds in metals, 
minerals, foflils, and mineral {prings ; falt is cbtained from 
Tyrol ; moft of the Grifon peafants wear woollen and linen 
cloth of their own manufatture. The number of inhabi- 
tants.of the three leagues is eftimated at 150,000 fouls ; and 
of their fubje& countries, the Valteline, Bormio, and Chia- 
venna, at 100,000, The inhabitants are partly Roman Ca- 
tholics, and partly Proteftants. The peafants {peak a cor- 
rupted Italian ; but the German language is chiefly made 
ufe of inthe towns, and in all public aéts. 





Curious antient Cuftom re/petting the Har and Dice. 
LTHOUGH refinement has of late polifhed our focial 


intercourfe with many graces, yet foreigners have una- 
nimoufly cenfured the inelegance and dullnefs of our ordi- 
nary fociety. Our women are infipid and filent, and our 
men monotonous politicians, or inveterate whilt-players. 
In the tone of our converfation there is no verfatility ; in its 
fubjeét there is no tafte. Whenever it fhall not be deemed 
pedantry to make the fine arts the objeéts of our ferious con~ 
verfation ; whenever it fhall become fafhionable to render 
our colloquial ideas the language of criticifm ; and whenever 
the collifion of fplendid minds fhall refleét their lufire in 
domeftic circles ; a Grecian amenity will adorn our nattonal 
charatter, and diffufe its elegance even ina village neigh- 
bourhood. 

It was a cuftom among the ancients, at their entertainments 
to have a harp carried round the table, and prefented to every 
gueft, which if any one refufed, out of ignorance or unfkil- 
fulnefs, he was confidered as illiterate or ill-bred. Pindar, 
in one of his odes, alludes to this cuftom : 


* Nor 
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** Nor doth his fkilful hand refufe 


“. . . iP e 
Acquaintance with the tuneful mufe, 

‘ 71. : . ° er 

** When round the mirthful board the harp is borné. 


West. 


P. du Halde, in his hiftory of China, furnifhes us with an 
extra&t from a Chinefe author, who inveighing againit fuch 
who negleét their fludies, adds, ““ Thefe perfons are moft at 
a lofs at the conclufion of a banquet. The plate and dice 
go round, that the number of little verfes which every one 
ought to pronounce may be determined by chance. When 
it comes to their turn they appear’quite flupid.” 

There isa fingular fimilarity in both thefe cuftoms ; and 
were they introduced into our country, might awaken many 
of our affociates from their drowfinefs, or occafion fome to 
proteft loudly againft the ufe of the poetical dice, and the 
melodious inflruments. 





ON a Se oe 
ABIT, according to Dr. Reid, differs from inflind not 


in its nature but in its origin, the latter appearing per- 
feét at once, the former being gradually acquired. Habit, 
he defines a facility of doing a thing, and a pronenefs to do 
it, acquired by doing it frequently. Every art furnifhes 
inftances both of the powers of habit, and of their utility, 
and none more than the commoneft of all arts, the art of 
{peaking. What is faid on this laft point is highly amufing. 
““ The art of a good {peaker, if it were not more common, 
would appear more wonderful, than that a man fhould dance 
blindfold amid a thoufand burning ploughfhares without 
being burnt.” Without zn/lindé a child would not live to 
become aman, and without adit, a man would continue a 
child in power and underftanding through life. 





A REFLECTION. 


ib order to be philofophers, we fhould not defpair at the 
afflicting difcoygries we often make in acquiring a know- 
ledge of mankind. It is necéffary, in order to know them, 
to triumph over the pleafure they -create, as an anatomift 
triumphs over nature, its organs and irregularities, that he 
may acquire {kill in his profeflion. 
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HORRIBLE CRUELTY. 


A. Efg. was very fond of cockfizhting, and had a fa. 

e vourite cock upon which he had won much money. 
The laft bet he laid upon this cock, he loft; which fo er iraged 
him, that he had the bird tied to a fpit, and (hor? efco ferts 
bens) roafted alive. The {creams of the miferable animal 
were fo affecting that fome gentlémen, who. were prefent, 
attempted to interfere, which fo enraged Mr. A. that he 
feized . poker, and, with the moft furious vehemence, de- 
clared that he would kill the firft man who interpofed; but, 
in the mid of his paffionate afleverations, he fei i down ‘dead. 





AN AX TCD Oo Tt -a. 


N was a writer of as great genius, and origina 
IRON f as great genius, 1 original 
powers, as any of the French poets; he had formedthe 
moft elevated notion of the dignity of aman of letters, nor 
would ever fuffer the literary charaéter to be lowered in his 
prefence. Entering the apartment of a nobleman, who was 
conducting another Peer to the flairs, the ary ftopped to 
- e ‘ . or) 
make way for Piron. “ Pafs on, my Lord,” faid the.mafter 
of the houfe, pafs, he is only a poet.” Piron replied, 
igh "2 . Aer nas ] l- , | °9 
al ALK an » 
ince our qualities are declared, I fhall take my rank, 
and placed himfelf before the Peer. 





Aufwer, by G. Hazel, of Barnflaple,to W. Rennel’s Charade, 
wnferted Augufl 13. 


HE choice of young Robert ranthus ( you fhall hear}* 
A wife that’s not tainted with pride ; 
A cellar well ftor’d with the beft of brown beer, 

And a CUP-BOARD replenith’d befide. 

*t* We have received the like anfwer from J. Ath, of 
Kenton; T. Whicker, of Exeter; R. Withecombc, jun. of 
Barn-ftaple ; J. French,and W. Bickham jun. of Afhbur- 
ton; and E. Lloyd, of Honiton. 





Aafwer, by E, Lloyd, of Honiton, to 7. Gidley’s Rebus, ine 
JSerted Augufi 13, 
HILST patriot worth a Britifh brea can warm, 
And well-tim’d valour has the power to. charm, 


Vor. XXXII. 3 U SMITH 
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SMITH {hall be foremoft in the lifts of fame, 


Confpicuous and much valu’d be his name. 


*+* We have receivedthe like anfwer from R. Withe- 
combe, jun. G. Hazel, and William Rennels, of Barniftaple ; 
Hermes, of Bath; J. Ath, of Kenton; Corporal Field, of 
Milbar Camp ; T. Whicker, W. J. Hine, and P. Gove, of 
Exeter; J. French, of Afhburton; W. Brock, of Ever- 
creech; and W. Bickham, jun. of Afhburton. 





A REBUS, by 7. French, of Afhburton. 


E witty youths! of fair Britannia’s fhore, 
Perufe with care my myftic rebus o’er ; 
You’ll find my firft, the glory of my youth, 
To fearch the facred regifter of truth. 


When the gay trav’ler of the orient fky 

Doth veil his face, and dreary night draws nigh, 
Then roves my next upon the defert plain, 
Refponfive echoes his diurnal ftrain. 


Celeftial next! on pinions fwift return, 

Thy abfence all the fons of commerce mourn; 
At thy return their hearts will overflow 

With joy, and never fear the Gallic. foe. 


A noble hero you muft next explain, 

Who on a rock his country’s rights maintain’d ; 
Like Jove’s dread thunder did his cannons roar, 
On all his foes iffu’da fiery fhow’r. 


Come thou, my laft, and dwell within my mind, 
And let thy ray of influence divine 

Shine in my foul, and feparate from thence 
The clouds of all benighted ignorance. 


Join the initials all in order true, 
My friend refpeéted will appear in view, 
Lately the youth refign’d his fleeting breath, 
And fell ferenely in the arms of ‘death. 
oe OOOOCOS o> Lx —— aee * ¥ 4 ox a *Ox> < _ et Ee) 







The rebufes on a grafhopper, eae &e. were tae 
imperfed for infertion; and all the names of corre{pondents 
Sending anfwers areinferted if they come to hand in time, 


9 POETRY. 
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POOR TOM—4 Tate. 


f From ‘* Tales of the Hoy, by Perer Pinpar.] 


N OW the rage of battle ended, 

a And the French for mercy call ; 

Death no more in fmoke and thunder 
Rode upon the vengeful ball. 


Yet, what brave and loyal heroes 
Saw the fun of morning bright= 

Ab! condemn’d by cruel fortune 
Ne’er to fee the ftar of night. 


From the main-deck to the quarter 
Strew’d with limbs, and wet with blood, 

Poor Tom Halliard, pale and wounded, 
Crawl’d where his brave Captain ftood. 


“* Oh! my noble Captain ! tell me, 
** Rre I’m borne a corpfe away, 

*¢ Have I done a feaman’s duty 
** On this great and glorious day ? 


** Tell a dying failor truly, 
** For my life is fleeting faft ; 
** Havel done afeaman’s duty ? 
** Can there aught my mem’ry blaft ?” 


** Ah! brave Tom!” the Captain anfwer’d, 
*« Thou a failor’s part haft done! 

** T revere thy wounds with forrow— 
** Wounds by which our glory’s won.” 


** Thanks, my Captain! life isebbing 
*« Fatt from this deep-wounded heart ; 
** But, Oh! grant one little favour, 
** Ere I from the world depart. 


*« Bid fome kind and trufty failor, 
“© When I’m number’d with the dead, 
*« For my dear and conftant-Catherine 
** Cut alock from this poor head* 


** Bid him tc my Catherine give it, 
** Saying, her’s alone I die! 

«* Kate will keep the mournfal prefent, 
** And embalm it with a figh. 


*¢ Bid him too this letter bear her, 
** Which I’ve penn’d with panting breath ; 
“ 
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*¢ Kate may ponder on the writing, 
*¢ When the hand iscold in death.” 
*¢ That I will,” reply’d the Captain, 
** And beever Catherine’s friend.” 
** Ah! my good and kind commander, 
** Now my pains and forrows end.” 


Mute toward his Captain weeping, 
Tom uprais’d a thankful eye— 

Grateful then, his foot embracing, 
Sunk, with Kate on his laft figh! 

Who, that faw a fcene fo mournful, 
Could without a tear depart? 

He muft own a favage nature— 
Pity neveravarm’d his heart! 

Now in his white hammock fhrouded, 
By the kind and penfive crew, 

As he dropp‘d into the ocean, 
All burit out—“ Poor Tom, adieu !” 





For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 





PLYMOUTH-DOCK ASSOCIATED INFANTRY. 


Sales danger e’er approach the coaft 

Of Britain—happy ifle! 

Our volunteers, their country’s boatt, 
Would greet it with a fmile ; 

Led on by gallant SHORT™* we'd brave 
The perils of the field ; 

And in our blood its banner lave, 
Ere daftardly we’d yield. 

Our grandfires fought on Crefly’s plain, 
Fame's annals boait their deeds ; 

Let us revive their feats again, 
Aad fhare their lafting meeds. 

United in one glorious caufe, 
Infalting France hhall fee, 

We’llever prove to England’s laws, 
** Dock’s:Loyal Infantry.” 


‘ WBCDAI. 
* Major-Commandant of the Dock Affociated Infantry. 
Plymouth-Dock, O&eber 30; 1798. : 











EPIGR4A M. 


RIES Pat, ** My wife’s deliver’d—give me joy.” 
*« What, of a girl 2”? . ** Pfhaw, no.” * *Tis then a boy 
*¢ ll any wager hold ye.” 
** Arrah, by ]——s, but you’re right, 
** But how the Devil came you byt? 
** Sure, fomebody has told ye.” 
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